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Be in awe of education, for it shapes the soul of human,

Be cautious to technologies, for its adoption has to be effective,

Be entangled with ‘wisdom’ , for uncertainty tends to be increasing,
Be serious to academics, for academic research requires evidence.

——Dean Ronghuai Huang, delivered at the closing ceremony 'of the

Second US-China Smart Education Conference on March 20, 2017
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Autumn 2025 Introduction

Design and Learning Laboratory

Study on the features and patterns of design,

Introduction JingShi Wisdom&Learning

Smart Learning Institute of Beijing Normal University

computational and innovative thinking for
youth; Develop courses and books about design
methodology, computational thinking and ICT;
Build cooperative platform with world-renowned

E} The Smart Learning Institute (SLI) of Beijing Normal University is a comprehensive

experimental platform involving scientific research, technology development and
instructional teaching, which is jointly established by Beijing Normal University and a
global educational technology company, Elernity (a subsidiary of NetDragon). SLI
focuses on finding learning patterns powered by ICT, creating smart learning
environment and platforms for lifelong learning, as well as supporting diversified,
personalized and differential learning needs for digital learners.

Course in Havard University

universities, enterprises and institutes for design

Smart City and Learning Environment Laboratory

Study on the typical learning fields in smart
cities and learning societies; Create
database of smart learning environment;

and innovation.

@ Focusing on the methods of design, optimization and

evaluation for learning environment as well as developing ¥ ;'j- Publish  serial reports on leraning
the key technologies for learning environment engineering ’
aims at providing a widely-spread solution for promoting

smart learning.

environment as well as service industry
and products of cyberlearning.

Co-Dean Dejian LIU
Chairman of the Board, Executive Director of NETDRAGON, The
Special Allowance Expert in State Council, Co-Dean of Smart Learning

@ Constructing the theory of smart learning and exploring the Open Educational Resources (OER) Laboratory -
approaches of integrating ICT with Education aims at
offering an international exchange and cooperation ‘E”;:::i:';z‘l;"ri’jjfu’”nfv‘;:‘tvf's"V‘C”W“"e“‘“""e“”eg“’ Study on the solution of OER

platform to smart learning research. under its impact to the

@ Studying on the characteristics and patterns of schooling,
family education, community education, enterprise
learning and public learningaims at providing support for
constructing a learning oriented society and smart city.

developing countries; Construct
the OER community for The Belt &
Road countries ; Publish reports
\\ on the trends of ICT in education.

GSE Conference 1AU visited

ICT-based Instruction Center

@ Expanding the experimental areas and schools for smart
learning as well as exploring the characteristics of ICT-
based instruction and the models of future schools aims at
promoting educational transformation and innovation.

Co-Dean Ronghuai HUANG

Co-Dean of Smart Leaming Institute of Beijing Normal University,
Director of UNESCO International Research and Training Centre for
Rural Education, Director of National Engineering Laboratory for
Cyberlearning and Intelligent Technology.

Explore the methodology of integrating ICT into
education with large-scale experiments; Study

e e e e )
R S e on the solutions of smart classroom and smart
Open Series in Springer Springer'sJournals e G CEER S campus; Provide the services for transferring

« New Frontiers of Educational Research
Editors : Shi Z., Huang, R., & Zhou Z.

« Lecture Notes in Educational Technology
Editors : Huang, R., Kinshuk, Jemni, M., Chen,
N.-S., & Spector, J. M.

« Smart Computing and Intelligence

Editors : Huang, R., Kinshuk, & Sampson, D.

New Frontiers ¢ Smart Computing
of Educational 0 and Intelligence
Research

=i

+ Journal of Computers in Education

(The Official Journal of GCSCE)

Editors: Huang, R., Hwang, G.-J., Kong, S.-C., & Chen, W.
+ Smart Learning Environments

(The Official Journal of IASLE)

Editors: Huang, R., Kinshuk, Chen, N.-S, & Soloway, E.

Eapurens Smart
l“l!!l

Learning
Environments

Smart Education Demonstration Zone

school, family, etc.

Educational Robotics Center J

Study on the scenarios of robotics in education
and the trend of artificial intelligence; Develop
the courses for robotic education and STEAM
education for K-12 schools. Design educational
robotic for various learning fields, such as

education through the bridge of the theory and
practice.
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Features

2025 Global Smart Education Conference

E} Conference Program Overview
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E} Opening Ceremony, Parallel Sessions, and Closing Ceremony
O NN g C e eI 0 N Y

On August 18, 2025 (Beijing Time), the 2025 Global Smart Education Conference opened
in Beijing. Under the theme “Human-Machine Collaboration for a New Educational
Ecosystem,” the conference brought together experts, scholars, and frontline educators
from education, technology, and industry worldwide to explore innovative pathways for
the deep integration of emerging technologies and education. Participants shared new
practices in human-machine co-education, co-teaching, and co-learning, and discussed
how to build a smart education ecosystem that is safe, efficient, and sustainable. The
conference attracted over 500 international and domestic guests, with more than 2,200
on-site participants.

Leading institutions and experts in global smart education were prominently
represented. Key participants included UNESCO Headquarters, six UNESCO Category 1
Institutes, 12 UNESCO Chairs, and the UNESCO Global Alliance on the Science of Learning
for Education. Representatives from international organizations such as ICDE, ALECSO,
SEAMEOQ, and ISTE also attended, along with 32 IAU representatives from 24 countries, 14
editors-in-chief of international academic journals, and representatives from 20 Chinese
education journals. Together, delegates from international organizations, universities,
and the academic publishing community gathered to discuss the future of smart
education.

China’ s Vice Minister of Education Wu Yan addressed the conference, noting that the
theme reflects both global frontiers and China’ s goal of becoming an education
powerhouse. He stressed that education digitalization is a strategic priority, with Al
profoundly reshaping education and determining national competitiveness.

Yu Jihong, President of Beijing Normal University (BNU), said rapid advances in
generative Al and big data are fundamentally transforming education, aking digital

transformation inevitable worldwide.
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2025 =£EE

Global Smart Education C

As a leader in teacher education, BNU is advancing national digital education initiatives,
launching the Al + Higher Education reform program, and implementing the Strong
Teacher Initiative. As the inaugural Chair and Co-Secretary-General institution of the
World Digital Education Alliance, BNU promotes cross-border exchange of digital

education ideas and resources, contributing Chinese expertise globally.

EHBSNSAE

Global Smart Education Conference

EHESHSAE

Global Smart Education Conference

International speakers shared global practices in smart education. Mohamed Ould Amar
(ALECSO) highlighted A" s role in improving quality and expanding access. Fiona Fung
(Hong Kong Jockey Club) emphasized holistic development beyond technology. Stefania
Giannini (UNESCO) called for a human-centered approach to Al and systemic educational
reform. Dubravka BoSnjak (Bosnia and Herzegovina) stressed human-machine

collaboration to address Al-driven change.

Autumn 2025 Features (05

Ali Haidar Ahmed (Maldives) noted digital education’ s transformative power. Sherif
Kishk (Egypt) described a shift from knowledge transmission to technology-empowered
learning. Douglas Munsaka Syakalima (Zambia) said digital education is a 21st-century
right, though the digital divide persists. Asha S. Kanwar (UNESCO IITE) released the 2025
GSENet report Smart Education in the Age of Al. Guo Xinli (China Association of Higher
Education) said Al is both a strategic opportunity and a key variable shaping China’ s

education.

Scan the QR code for more.

“Forum: “Al Driving High-Quality Development in Higher Education”

On August 18, the GSE2025 parallel
forum was held at BNU
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bringing together leaders from universities, research institutes, international
organizations, and industry to discuss pathways, applications, talent development, and
international cooperation. The forum was co-hosted by UNESCO IESALC, the BNU Binglin
Education Foundation, BNU Institute of Higher Education, BNU Smart Learning Institute,

and Huawei.

Forum on Learning Sciences and the New Paradigm of Human-Machine
Collaborative Teaching

On August 18, the “Learning Sciences
and New Paradigms of Human-Al
Collaborative Teaching” Forum was
held concurrently, bringing together

leading scholars from psychology,

artificial intelligence, neuroscience, and
related fields to explore how deep
integration of technology and education
can advance digital transformation and

build a future ecosystem of human-

Scan the QR code for more.
machine collaborative education.

Forum on Leadership and Digital Transformation = —

Also on August 18, the “Leadership and Digital Transformation” forum brought together
officials, scholars, and industry leaders from universities, research institutes, and

international organizations worldwide to discuss pathways for educational digital

Autumn 2025

Features Q7

transformation in  the intelligent era,
regional and school-level digital governance
models, and digital leadership in
education.The forum was co-organized by
the UNESCO Global Education Monitoring
(GEM) Report Team, UNESCO MGIEP, and the
UNESCO Chair on Al in Education.

Scan the QR code for more.

China-Finland Smart Education Forum and the 10th Anniversary of the
China-Finland Joint Learning Innovation Institute (JoLII) ——

On August 18, the China-Finland
Smart Education Forum and the
10th Anniversary Celebration of
JoLIl was held at Beijing Normal
University. The forum was co-
hosted by the Faculty of
Psychology, Beijing Normal
University, and JoLlIl. Established in
2015 by the Chinese Ministry of
Education and the Finnish Ministry
of Education and Culture, JoLll is
led by Beijing Normal University

and the University of Helsinki.
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Scan the QR code for more.
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The institute is dedicated to building an interdisciplinary international research platform
integrating education, psychology, and artificial intelligence to promote student-centered,
inclusive, and innovative educational transformation. The forum gathered scholars from
leading universities in China and abroad, including Beijing Normal University, Peking
University, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Southern University of Science and Technology,
Southwest University, Beijing Institute of Education, as well as the University of Helsinki,
University of Turku, University of Oulu, and University of Lapland. School leaders and
teachers from several primary and secondary schools, research schools under the Chinese

Academy of Sciences, and representatives from NetDragon Websoft also participated.

Forum on the Digital Transformation of Vocational Education s

On the morning of August 19, the GSE2025
parallel forum “Digital Transformation of
Vocational Education” was successfully
held at Beijing Normal University.
Representatives from education authorities,
international  organizations,  vocational
institutions, and leading technology
companies from China, the Maldives,
Germany, Rwanda, Southeast Asia, and
other regions discussed digital platforms for
vocational  education, standards for
programs and curricula, intelligent tutoring
and assessment, and school-enterprise

collaboration.

Scan the QR code for more.
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Forum on Digital Transformation Toward Smart Education — =e—

Also on August 19, the forum “Digital Transformation Toward Smart Education”

convened officials, scholars, and industry experts from universities, research institutions,
and international organizations to explore new stages and pathways for smart education,
regional smart education ecosystems, Al-enabled regional education reform, education
planning and governance in the intelligent era, digital transformation at regional and
school levels, digital education assurance systems, and pathways toward Education 2050.

The forum was co-hosted by the Ministry of Education’ s Strategic Research Bases for

Educational Informatization (Beijing, Central China, and Northwest China) and iFLYTEK.

1Tl

Scan the QR code for more.

Forum on Al-Enabled Innovation in Comprehensive Student Quality
Evaluation

On August 19, the forum “Al-Enabled Practice and Innovation in Comprehensive
Student Quality Evaluation” was held in parallel. Representatives from pilot regions of
the Ministry of Education’ s initiative on IT-Supported Comprehensive Student
Evaluation, experimental zones of the Ministry of Science and Technology’ s National
Key R&D Program on Large-Scale Cross-Stage Student Development Tracking, along

with universities, research institutes,
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and enterprises, engaged in in-depth discussions on integrating Al across the entire
evaluation process, combining developmental process records with outcome diagnostics,
exploring region-specific evaluation pathways, and advancing the integrated functions of
education, selection, and diagnosis. The forum explored innovative directions for

comprehensive student evaluation in the Al era, supporting the advancement of quality-

oriented education in China.

Autumn 2025 Features 11

Forum on Al and the Future of Teachers I ——

On August 20, the GSE2025 parallel
forum convened global officials,
scholars, and industry experts at BNU

to discuss Al literacy for teachers, Al

integration across lesson planning,
teaching, tutoring, and research, and

ethics and responsibility in the

intelligent era. The forum was co-
hosted by UNESCO IITE, Guoxin Culture
Aoweiya, and NetDragon Websoft.

Forum of Distinguished Principals on High-Quality School Development in

the New Era

On August 20 in Beijing, this GSE2025
On August 19, the GSE2025 forum was parallel forum was guided by the China
held at BNU’ s Changping Campus, Academy of Press and Publication
bringing together leading primary and Research and co-hosted by New Reading
secondary school principals and Magazine, BNU Publishing Group, and BNU

scholars nationwide to share practices Smart Learning Institute.

and explore new pathways in basic

education digital reform, school digital

transformation, intelligent upgrading,

and principals’ digital leadership. Scan the QR code for more.

Scan the QR code for more.
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Student Forum: “Youth Igniting Minds—Human-Al Collaborative Inno-

Vation in Education Design” |

On August 20, this forum on Human-Al Symbiosis was held at BNU as part of GSE2025,
responding to UNESCO’ s Future of Education initiative. Outstanding students from
China, the Philippines, the Maldives, Slovenia, Azerbaijan, and beyond joined experts
including Natalia Amelina (UNESCO IITE), An Lili (BNU), Curtis J. Bonk (Indiana University),
Diana Laurillard (UCL), Ayham Boucher (Cornell), and Liu Yingjian (BNU), in hybrid

discussions on the future of education.

Scan the QR code for more. '

Closing Ceremony

On August 20, GSE2025 concluded at BNU with attendees including Zhao Qinping (CAE
Academician), Kaviraj Sukon (Minister of Higher Education, Science and Research,
Mauritius), Chen Xing (BNU Vice President), and UNESCO representatives.

At the ceremony, Asha S. Kanwar, Chair of the GSENet Advisory Board, released the
Declaration of the Global Smart Education Cooperation Alliance, reaffirming smart
education—driven by digital transformation, openness, and inclusion—as key to
equitable, quality education and lifelong learning. The Declaration outlined six actions:
global collaboration; resource sharing and inclusion; digital literacy and teacher

empowerment; collaborative research for evidence-based policy; ethical Al governance

Autumn 2025 Features 13

and shaping the future of education.

The Global Smart Education Innovation Awards were presented (3 theoretical, 4 practical,
3 technological). Xie Weihe (Tsinghua University) noted AI’ s dual impacts on education
and highlighted GSE as a vital high-level platform advancing equitable, inclusive, and
effective Al use in education worldwide.

During GSE2025, leaders and scholars from 60+ countries and regions gathered in Beijing.
Centered on Human-Al Collaboration for New Education Forms, the conference
addressed policy evolution, technological breakthroughs, and practical innovation,
breaking disciplinary, industrial, and regional barriers to deliver substantial outcomes

and inject strong momentum into global education digital transformation.
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E} 2025 Smart Education Outstanding Case Call

To further advance the national digital education strategy, deepen the development of
smart education, promote experience sharing and mutual learning, and strengthen
international dissemination of best practices, under the guidance of the Department of
Science, Technology and Informatization of the Ministry of Education, the Organizing
Committee of the Global Smart Education Conference (GSE), together with the Ministry of
Education’ s Strategic Research Bases for Education Informatization (Beijing, Central

China, Northwest China), launched the 2025 Smart Education Outstanding Case Call.

Scan the QR code for more.

BNU Releases an Al-Based Innovation Scheme for Comprehensive

Student Assessment in China

80n August 18, at the GSE2025 opening ceremony, Professor Li Chen of Beijing Normal
University presented the “Al-Based Comprehensive Student Evaluation Innovation
Program.”

Professor Chen explained that the program, jointly guided and supported by China’ s

Ministry of Education and Ministry of Science and Technology, is part of national

broup SRSENEAS

Global Smart Education Conference 2025
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education evaluation reforms. It integrates the National Key R&D Project “Large-Scale
Cross-Stage Student Growth Tracking Study” and the Ministry of Education pilot
project “IT-Supported Comprehensive Student Evaluation.”

The program has been implemented for three consecutive years across 44 regions and
over 8,000 schools in China, benefiting more than 3.7 million students. It provides Al-
supported, scientific, objective, and professional diagnostics for student development.

E} Global Smart Education Network Declaration Released

On August 20, GSENet officially launched the “2025 Global Smart Education Network
Declaration” at GSE2025, summarizing core consensus and future commitments. It
reaffirmed smart education’ s role, centered on digital transformation, openness, and
inclusivity, in achieving equitable, high-quality education and lifelong learning. Six
action areas were outlined to promote global collaboration in smart education.

GSE2025 brought global partners together, reinforcing GSENet’” s commitment to
shaping education’ s future. Smart education ensures learners access engaging,
efficient, and inclusive learning, aligning with the 2030 Sustainable Development
Agenda. In an era of deep technological and social change, global collaboration is
essential to build intelligent, equitable, resilient, and sustainable education systems,

grounded in practical cooperation and responsible innovation.

1. Building Collaborative Networks
Collaboration is the foundation of progress. GSENet will strengthen stakeholder
engagement, promote international technology standards, enhance system
interoperability, and prioritize open, multilingual, and culturally adapted technologies.
South-South and North-South collaborations will be emphasized. GSENet will develop
smart education ecosystem models and guidelines for educators and institutions,

sharing results widely.



16 Features JingShi Wisdom&Learning

2. Sharing Educational Resources for Equity and Inclusion
GSENet commits to sharing open, multilingual, inclusive, and cross-cultural resources,
focusing on developing, least-developed, and small island nations. Women, girls, and
marginalized groups’ digital skills will be prioritized. Open educational resources, Al-
generated content, and innovative digital materials will support equitable learning and

practical content creation.

3. Enhance Digital Literacy, Empower Teacher Development
Teachers remain central to implementing smart education and lifelong learning. Digital
literacy, responsible creative tech use, and ethical Al adoption will support teaching
transformation. GSENet will aid teachers’ digital skills development and produce

adaptable training content.

4.Strengthen Collaborative Research, Support Evidence-Based Policy
Interdisciplinary, cross-cultural research will tackle core challenges, establish metrics, and
document best practices. Findings will inform education policy. GSENet will fund open
research projects, release annual reports, and ensure evidence supports practice and

policy.

5.Standardize Al Use, Strengthen Ethical Governance
Al must promote lifelong learning and social-emotional wellbeing ethically and
responsibly. GSENet will develop Al assessment frameworks, ethical guidelines, and case
studies with UN partners, focusing on inclusivity, privacy, fairness, and developing

countries’ needs.

6.Shape Education’ s Future, Lead Smart Development
Promote collaboration on national smart education strategies, linking academia, industry,
and government to cultivate talent and empower learners. Universities play a key role in
thought leadership and innovation. GSENet will contribute to post-2030 global education

agendas and strategies.o

Autumn 2025 Features 17

Call to Action
GSE2025 serves as a global recommitment to advance inclusive smart education across
cultures, communities, and sectors through cooperation, mutual respect, consensus, and
accountability. GSENet, co-founded by Beijing Normal University, UNESCO IITE,
Commonwealth of Learning (COL), ISTE, ALECSO, SEAMEO, and others, aims to scale smart
education globally, enhance international understanding, and drive educational

innovation.

Scan the QR code for more.

The 8th Global Competition on Design for
Future Education (2025)

E} Higher Education Track

Southeast Asia Preliminaries, Philippines

From July 1 to 2, the Southeast Asia regional pre-finals were held at Mariano Marcos
State University (MMSU) in the Philippines, co-hosted by BNU and UNESCO IITE, with

support from the Consulate of the People’ s Republic of China in La Union.

TEUEE (Wil — IS WERRE)
List of Award-winning (Higher Education Track—Regional Selection Contest in Southeast Asian Region)

HEER ERERR MRS
Project Name Team Name Member Name

SeedEd: An Al-Powered Leaming Pod Marc Joseph B, Sacopaso, Kurt Angelo D, Agcaoili,
Gald Avard for Nurturing Curiosities Seeded Angelo Laurence A Palting, Meljan Christoffer Cri

CodeQuest: A Gamified Adventure Ces Jerome R, Villanueva, Mikylla B. Miguel,

MMSU" 5 Metaverse Revolution

Best Design Award in Learning Basic P SAlS Graced Pena, Liezel Ann D Burga
2 AIM (Augmented reality Integration Clinton Wayne Cadiente Visaya, Gabriel Jerikson Buduan Galapin,
Best Creativity Award for Modern learming) AlM Michael Rryann Luen Raquinio Velasco
Best P S — The Future of Learning: XRplorers Jenina B. Anteola, Dennise Angela P Aluag,

Rhea Lyn B, Fabro, Miko C, Jose

Take a Mook: Discover AltF4 | Theane Genesis Eclarin, Ashley John Baguio,

Best Practice Award Optimal Learning Enviranments Eddlie Ramas Jr, Neo Mel Antheny Tuzon

Maost Technologicalky | Kylle Harvey A. Calaustro,
Impressive Award ConnectED LexEdVance Addison M. Pascua, Joshua G. Miranda

Scan the QR code for more.
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South Asia Preliminaries, Maldives I —

JOn July 7, the South Asia regional pre-finals concluded at the Maldives National
University (MNU). Organized by MNU, the MNU Student Union, SLIBNU, and the UNESCO
Chair on Al in Education, the event received special support from Ruotai Engineering
Technology Co., Ltd. Twelve teams from universities such as MNU and Villa College

advanced to the pre-finals.

GEEE (Rl — S I R )
List of Award-winning (Higher Education Track—Regional Selection Contest in South Asian Region)

FRER HESR - A

P:njéd Mame Team Mame

voosuf Sayyid Bin Ahmed Shafeeq,
Gold Award EduPal; Revelutionizing Inclusive MindSoarkh Ibrahim Yaeesh Mohamed, Mohamed Raif

Education Mariyam Shaistha Saleem,
Aishath Maeesha Hathim
. Meuralens: Al-Driven Meutral " Ierahim Ghanim Shahid,
Best Design Award Connection Glasses Meurolink Salva Ahmed,Gaissan Shahid

FailForward Lab: Demecratizing .
e iy T OpenMinds Moosa Maahee Mohamed,

BestErtiiy vl | - solenifc Rijos Theousi Al* Collective | Aishath Alya Arif, Mohamed Yaasir Moosa
EduMavi+ Smart Glasses:
Best Practice Award Redifining Learning through MegaDheon

Ismail Razeen Imran, Fathimath Nadha,

Smart Detection & Cognition ohamed Hizyam Hamid
Aishath Shadhun Shakeel ,
. Eduverse: Learning Powered by Fathimath Youha Yoosuf
Best Presentation Award VR + Al Mahaldheeb Aminath Aish Ibrahim, lsmail Aiham,
Zaan Mohamed Zulaal
Maost Technologically Paving the Way: Inclusive The Advacate Aishath Raimi Hassan, Mariyam Malha,
Impressive Award Leaming through Technology Mermaids Aishath Malak Maumaoon, Inaa Faaiz

Scan the QR code for more.

Higher Education Track Finals Opening Ceremony

On July 26, the Global Finals of the Higher
Education Track kicked off at the
Changping Campus of Beijing Normal

University.
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The competition featured 117 young talents from over 30 universities worldwide. Key
attendees included Zhang Yanyun, Deputy Secretary of the CPC BNU Committee; Asha
Singh Kanwar, Chair of the Governing Board of UNESCO IITE; and Chen Guangju,

Chairman of the Competition Steering Committee.

Higher Education Track Finals Schedule & Challenge Briefs:

EREHERE

8:00-9:30 HTER. e Rk
10:00-12:00 WALES)
13:30-14:00 FFEE{NEL HEM4
14:00-14:40 WEEATD +MEIREE
7H26H
14:40-15:40 RIS (SUEHEL) LI HE
15:40-17:30 R (EE) ESaH=E
18:30-20:00 CiB: R
H=E44
20:00-21:30 SRS R
9:00-17:30 B#EmERT EEEsE
18:30-21:00 Ok 2 . mELgHOE
78278
21:00-22:00 pova Lt HEEA14
22:00-22:30 SRS ERAME + AR
9:00 iR ERtE [ZilIR=1=E e
11:00-11:20 STRIREE A ER R + BRI =44
78280 11:20-13:55 B EmaiRt =i K==t
14:00-16:00 ERCE
HWENL
18:00-18:30 fesA,

Scan the QR code for more.
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Challenge Briefs  =———————————————————

Prof. Asha S. Kanwar, Chair of UNESCO IITE Council and Vice President of BNU Smart
Learning Institute, on behalf of the organizing committee, announced five forward-
looking challenges. Teams, guided by mentors, focused quickly on the problems,

presenting through two rounds to compete for gold, silver, and bronze.

© Challenge 1: Elementary Growth Curriculum for 2050 (Human Development)
Future elementary students should not just absorb knowledge but develop global vision,
critical thinking, empathy, and agency. Designers must answer:  “What is the purpose of
education?” and “What kind of people do we want children to become?” Participants
are tasked with creating a growth system beyond traditional subjects and teaching,

equipping children to navigate a complex, uncertain future.

© Challenge 2: Learning Design for Mental and Physical Health (Human Development)
Across all ages, health challenges abound. Teams must design innovative learning
solutions addressing physical, mental, emotional, and social well-being, integrating
physical, virtual, and transferable spaces, offering practical stress relief, self-care, and

sustained growth strategies.

© Challenge 3: Cross-Species Learning in Nature (Human-Nature Symbiosis)
Amid ecological crises and biodiversity loss, humanity needs a fundamental shift in
understanding nature. Cross-species learning emphasizes co-existence rather than
traditional environmental education. Teams must design natural learning scenarios
where elements like forests, bees, tides, or plants are active participants, not just

backdrops.

© Challenge 4: Human-Centered Al Design (Human-Machine Symbiosis)
As Al rapidly permeates life and learning, we face a "double paradox": the smarter the

technology, the easier it is for humans to stop thinking; the more convenient the system,

Autumn 2025 Features 2]

the harder it is to maintain initiative. This theme responds to the issues of cognitive
inertia and weakened judgment caused by increasing Al dependence, aiming to redefine
the boundaries and collaborative methods of the human-machine relationship. The

“dual-mentor system” guides participants: human mentors provide experience, values,
and emotional support; Al mentors deliver personalized feedback, structured knowledge,

and design efficiency. Together, they form a precise yet empathetic support network.

© Challenge 5: Intergenerational Sustainable Collaboration (Human-Human Symbiosis)
“Intergenerational” connects memory and future, experience and vitality, wisdom and
fresh ideas. The goal is not bridging gaps but activating value resources, enabling free
flow of knowledge, experience, emotion, and skills, creating new social relations. Teams
must explore motivating multi-generational participation, ensuring respect, belonging,

and growth across ages.

Scan the QR code for more.

Higher Education Track Finals Closing Ceremony

On July 28, the closing and awards ceremony was held. Joint Chair Prof. Zhan Tao, Director
of UNESCO IITE, congratulated finalists, thanked the organizing committee, and praised
teams’ innovative work. He noted the competition as a key BNU academic event and
reaffirmed UNESCO IITE’ s collaboration to provide a global platform for student
educational innovation, encouraging participants to co-design the future of education.

At the ceremony, Chair Song Weizu announced winners. Awards were presented by Prof.
Huang Ronghuai, Prof. Asha S. Kanwar, Prof. Chen Guangju, Mr. Zhou Weidong, and mentor
representatives. Awards included: 1 Gold, 2 Silver, 3 Bronze, 3 Excellent Creativity, 2
Excellent Design, 3 Excellent Technology, 2 Excellent Practice, 2 Excellent Presentation, and

9 Finalist Awards.

Scan the QR code for more.
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E} K-12 Track

Preliminary Results

The 8th Global Competition on Design for Future Education, co-hosted by Beijing Normal
University (BNU) and UNESCO IITE, with support from domestic and international
institutions, universities, and leading tech companies, aims to unite global innovation
and provide a platform for educational design exchange.

In the preliminary stage, the K-12 track attracted nearly 1,000 teachers from overseas
(Canada, Hungary, Singapore, Malaysia, India, Tunisia, Cameroon) and 30 Chinese
provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities, yielding over 400 high-quality
teaching case designs. Cases focused on Al in education, metaverse applications, rural
education, inclusive education, educational neuroscience, and Al-engineering
integration, reflecting diverse trends in future educational innovation.

Al-driven applications were a major highlight, showcasing technology’ s potential in
education. The newly introduced Al & Engineering theme energized the competition,
enhancing digital literacy while demonstrating high practical and replicable value. These
interdisciplinary works combined educational theory and cutting-edge technology,
featuring innovative design thinking and practical feasibility. After rigorous expert review,

106 cases advanced to the semifinals.

Scan the QR code for more.

Semifinalists

On August 2, the K-12 track semifinal presentations were held, selecting 106 outstanding
cases from 22 regions (including Tunisia). Fifty-nine cases proceeded to online
presentation, highlighting innovations in Al and interdisciplinary integration. Six
education design experts evaluated submissions on problem awareness, innovation,
science-education integration, applicability, and presentation, ultimately selecting 22

cases for the finals.
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Scan the QR code for more.

Finals and Awards Ceremony

On August 19, the K-12 track finals were held at BNU as part of the 2025 Global Smart
Education Conference. The awards ceremony took place on the afternoon of August 20
during the conference closing. Academician Zhao Qinping (Chinese Academy of
Engineering), BNU Vice President Chen Xing, and UNESCO IITE Director Zhan Tao
presented the first-prize awards.

Since its launch on March 1, the K-12 track attracted over 1,000 teachers globally and

received 400+ high-quality teaching cases. Participants focused on key educational
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challenges, applying innovative technology to explore diverse pathways for educational
empowerment, contributing significantly to education’ s digital transformation. After
expert evaluation, 106 cases were awarded: 17 First Prizes, 41 Second Prizes, and 48 Third

Prizes.

Here’ s the English translation of the 17 First-Prize K-12 “Outstanding Teaching Case
Designs” (order not ranked):

Weaving Ocean Wounds with Al : Environmental Fashion for Elementary Students

T —
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Birth of a Drama Kid : Al in Immersive Dubbing and Reading Practice
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“Praise of Poplar” : Digital Literacy for Tibetan Children

RAERBLRE

Finals of K12 Teack
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Chasing Light : 3D-Printed Solar Motion Teaching Tools

Integration & Launch : Autism Inclusion Curriculum
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Political Identity in High School : Educational Neuroscience Approach

Gaodan Fena et 21,2025 - (DAL

Elementary Student Sleep Design — Based on Educational Neuroscience
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Car + Connecting the Future : Al Autonomous Driving Learning Kit

I Lpiag

From Parts to Creation : Al-Enabled Interdisciplinary Engineering Cognition for Beginners:

“Smart Explorer Snail White Sweeping Robot”

et L

+ Empowering Health

Scan the QR code for more.

LIS P ERE
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E} Enterprise Track

On July 27, the Corporate Track Finals of the 8th Global Competition on Design for
Future Education, co-hosted by Beijing Normal University (BNU) and UNESCO IITE, were
held at BNU South Campus, Jingshi Science & Technology Building. This track targets
corporate technology and product designers, aiming to inspire innovation, R&D, and
deep integration of education and technology.

After expert review, 18 outstanding projects advanced to the Corporate Track Finals.
Finalist teams applied emerging technologies to reshape learning content and upgrade
teaching environments, providing practical solutions for digital and intelligent

transformation in education and exploring efficient, smart future education pathways.
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Scan the QR code for more.
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Enterprise Track Finals & Awards me—ss——————

The finals and awards ceremony concluded successfully on July 27. The track fosters
university-enterprise collaboration, promotes technology-education integration, and
advances industry-education synergy. Since its launch on March 1, the track attracted
numerous corporate participants, producing innovations in adaptive learning systems,
educational large-model R&D and applications, showcasing vitality and prospects in
EdTech.

After strict evaluation, 25 projects were awarded: 3 First Prizes, 6 Second Prizes, and 16
Third Prizes.

The following are the First and Second Prize winning entries for this year's Enterprise

Track. (Listed in no particular order.)

© First Prize

Smart Future: Jiuzhang Large Model + DeepSeek Dual-Engine Education Ecosystem
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“Three-True” Industrial Robot Vocational Education Solution : Integrated Virtual-

Physical Teaching System

e |
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® Second Prize

Whispers of Plants

Plant Secret

SR E Wk TR

Project-Based Curriculum Design Using 5E Methodology : Example: “The Birth of a
Hydropower Plant”
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PocketBench — Portable Power Electronics Hardware-in-the-Loop Experimental

Platform

PacketBench
PCifE —

Double-Carbon Science Practice Driven by Dynamic Economic Models : Gamified

Carbon Reduction Board Game

NSRS TR T
gy T

ZdX Theatre : “Sing, Recite, Act, Beat” Chinese Opera ABC: Jin Yong’ s The Smiling,

Proud Wanderer

Sy
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E} Vocational Education Track

Official Launch of the Vocational Education Track on September 1st mm=

Launched on September 1, the Vocational Education Track of the 8th Global Competition
on Design for Future Education (2025) responds to the call of the 20th CPC National
Congress to strengthen the national strategic talent force by cultivating master craftsmen
and high-skilled professionals.

Co-organized by Beijing Normal University and UNESCO IITE, the track explores new
talent-development models in the digital era and encourages vocational college students
worldwide to apply design thinking to educational challenges, demonstrating innovation
and hands-on skills in integrating emerging technologies into education.

As an annual activity of the World Digital Education Alliance, it provides a global platform

for vocational students to showcase talent and exchange ideas.

Scan the QR code for more.

E} Poster & Video Call

Outstanding Posters (July-August)

Nurturing the Future: Traditional

Future Education in My Mind Digital Education Explorers Echoes, Digital Resonance

SRAR HORR . PR

Zhang Xuchang Mu Jianfei Hu Kexin (Guangdong
(Tianjin University of Media Arts)  (Tianjin University of Media Arts) Polytechnic Normal University)
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Cultivating Mind and Virtue

Xu Mingxia
(Heilongjiang Oriental University)

Digital Countryside,
Smart Classroom

QinYu
(Tianwen High School,
Wufeng Campus, Yichang)

Metaverse Workshop: Harmony
of Humanity and Nature, Co-
growth of Competencies

Classroom in the Garden

LiQianhui Nie Jing
(Hongling Experimental Primary (Gezhouba Central
School, Futian District, Shenzhen) Kindergarten, Yichang)

Education’ s Light,

o Future Education in My Mind
Illuminating the Future

BUPRRERBE ¢

ujes'\gn

Zhao Binghui Li Yuexiuyu
(Tianjin Universityof MediaArts) ~ (Tianjin University of Media Arts)
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Future Education in My Mind

Future Education in My Mind What? A Memory Capsule!

Yuan Jingwen Du Shiziran Sun Wenjun
(Tianjin University of Media Arts)  (Tianjin University of Media Arts) (Tianjin University of Media Arts)

Scan the QR code for more.

Outstanding Videos (July)

e (When Nature Counts: Exploring the World Through Mathematics)
Chokri Bouslimi (Jendouba Secondary School, Tunisia)

©  How the Devil City Was Formed
Xu Xuanging, Zhang Yang (Nanhai No.1 High School, Foshan)

Scan the QR code for more.
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Important Events

Mainland-Hong Kong Al and Computational

Thinking Sister Schools Program

minland—Hong Kong Sister Schools Professional Learning Camp

From July 14-18, 2025, the Mainland-Hong Kong “Al and Computational Thinking
Sister Schools”  Teacher-Student Collaborative Learning Camp was held at Beijing
Normal University (BNU). The camp was co-organized by the National Engineering
Research Center for Intelligent Technology and Applications of Internet Education (BNU)
and the Centre for Information Technology in Education, Faculty of Education, The
University of Hong Kong, with acknowledged support from the “Jockey Club
Computational Thinking Education” project. Supported by the National Major S&T
Project on Next-Generation Al—Key Technologies and Demonstration of Intelligent-
Connected Computing for Learning Environments—and BNU’ s Metazhuo Initiative, the
camp aimed to deepen Mainland-Hong Kong sister-school partnerships and explore
teacher-student collaborative education models in the Al era. Over 50 teachers and
students from both regions participated in a five-day journey of Al exploration and co-

innovation.

Scan the QR code for more.
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Mainland-Hong Kong Students Co-create a “Lunar Habitat”

On July 16, 40 students and teachers from 8 Hong Kong and 8 Mainland primary schools
visited the Alibaba Cloud Campus. The visit, part of the sister-schools camp, was strongly
supported by Alibaba Philanthropy, Alibaba Cloud Wuying, the Alibaba Cloud Science
Education Base, and Tongyi Lab. During the half-day program, students explored cloud
computing, attended expert talks, and engaged in challenging collaborative project-

based activities.

TITTTITITTTTTITITT
'I|!_|
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Scan the QR code for more. EE, A

GSENet Regional Forum Successfully Held
at ISTELive 25

From June 28 to July 2, 2025, ISTELive 25
E} was held in San Antonio, USA, bringing
together educators and researchers from 74
countries and all 50 U.S. states. The
conference hosted 15,000+ attendees, 1,804

sessions, 2,907 speakers, and 1,228 exhibitors.
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Jointly organized for the first time by ISTE and ASCD, the event highlighted the deep
integration of educational technology and pedagogy and provided a premier platform
for the Global Smart Education Network (GSENet).

During the conference, the Smart Learning Institute of BNU hosted the GSENet Regional
Forum under the theme “Creating Smart Learning Environments that Energize and
Inspire,” showcasing China’ s latest smart education practices and advancing global

collaboration.

Scan the QR code for more.

Project Meeting Held for National Major
Al Program on Intelligent-Connected
Computing for Learning Environments

E} On July 4, 2025, the project
meeting for the National Major

S&T Program on Next-Generation Al—

“Key Technologies and Demon-
stration of Intelligent-Connected Co-
mputing for Learning Environ-ments”
—was held at BNU JingShi Science &
Technology Building (Block A, 12F).
Led by Professor Li Yanyan and coordinated by Beijing Normal University (BNU), the
project involves 10 institutions, including Beihang University, Tsinghua University,
Zhejiang University, Beijing Institute of Technology, Nanjing Normal University, and the
MOE Center for School Planning, Construction and Development.

Over 30 project leaders and members attended. The meeting was chaired by Dr. Qi

Binbin. Ry
Zre

Scan the QR code for more. %
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2025 Annual Meeting of the China Smart
Education Industry-University-Research
Collaborative Innovation Platform

E On July 27, 2025, the China Smart Education Industry-University-Research

Collaborative Innovation Platformconvened its annual meeting and a National
S&T Achievement Transformation Conference at BNU. The event was guided by the
MOE (DSTI & ETRDC), the Administrative Center for China's Agenda 21, and the China
Association for Promotion of Industry-University-Research Cooperation. Participants
included experts and executives from PKU NSD, BUPT, ECNU, Capital Normal
University, Xidian University, China Mobile, ZTE, and Chaoxing Group. The session was

chaired by Professor Chen Guangju, Executive Vice Chair of the Platform.

Scan the QR code for more.

BNU Engineering Center Selected for First
Batch of National “High-Quality Dataset”
Case Studies

D The 2025 China International Big Data Industry Expo opened on August 28 in
Guiyang, Guizhou, hosted by the National Data Administration and organized by
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the Guizhou Provincial Government
TR T T TR Y under the theme “Data-Driven Industry,
T R - . d  Smart Growth Ahead.”
3 The expo attracted 16,000+ attendees
and 375 exhibitors. Opening remarks
were delivered by national and provincial

leaders, including Hao Mingjin, Xu Lin,

Zhuang Rongwen, Liu Liehong, with Li Bingjun presiding

On the opening day, the National Data Administration released the first batch of “High-
Quality Dataset” case studies at a themed exchange event. Covering key sectors
(research, manufacturing, agriculture, energy, transport, finance, healthcare, and
education), this initiative advances the “Al+” action plan and high-quality dataset
development.

Among 663 submissions, the “Public Dataset for Intelligent Diagnostic Algorithms in
Digital Education Applications” —led by BNU—ranked second and was selected into the
first 104 exemplary cases.

The dataset was built in late 2024 by the team of Professor Tong Lili (Faculty of
Education, Deputy Director of the National Engineering Center), dynamically expanded
thereafter, co-submitted with CAICT (which conducted cross-industry benchmarking and

optimization), and formally submitted by BNU Research Office in June 2025.

Scan the QR code for more.

Books & Articles

The Official Release of the Smart Edu-
cation: Pathways Toward Education 2050

On August 18, 2025 (Beijing time), the 2025 Global Smart Education Conference opened

in Beijing. Professor Huang Ronghuai, Co-Dean of the Smart Learning Institute of Beijing

Autumn 2025 Books &Articles 45

Normal University (BNU) and Chairholder of UNESCO’ s Al and Education Chair,
released a landmark book, Smart Education: Pathways to Education 2050. Published by
Educational Science Publishing House and supported by the National Publication Fund,
the book is the core volume of the Smart Education Development Series. It distills over a
decade of theoretical insights and practical experience from Professor Huang and the
BNU Smart Learning Institute, addressing key questions of educational transformation

and shared global concerns.

Applications of Modern Educational Tech-
nology : Premium General Education Text-
book on Teacher Competence (BNU)

Applications of Modern Educational Technology
is the companion textbook for the Modern
Educational Technology course, a required
general  education  course  for  BNU
undergraduates. Aligned with BNU” s mission as
a comprehensive, research-oriented, teacher-

education-leading, world-class university with

Chinese characteristics, the course targets
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learners toward 2035 who can understand, use, and adapt to future teaching
environments and models. It guides students to grasp how technology empowers and
transforms education—its roles, significance, pathways, and methods—apply
technological perspectives to educational problem-solving, experience tech-enabled
solutions, and build foresight and a sense of mission for future education.

As the course textbook, the book focuses on cultivating future-oriented educational
technology literacy, developing high-quality citizens for educational modernization, and
strengthening normal-university students’ comprehensive problem-solving thinking

and abilities in education.

Scan the QR code for more.

Exchange & Outreach

Professor Huang Ronghuai Invited to the
Third UN Conference on Landlocked Deve-
loping Countries

E} From August 5-8, 2025, the Third United Nations Conference on Landlocked
Developing Countries (LLDC3) was held in Awaza, Turkmenistan, with 13 heads of
state and government, the UN Secretary-General, and 200+ delegations from countries,

international organizations, financial institutions, and think tanks.Professor Huang Rong-
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huai, Co-Dean of the Smart Learning Institute of Beijing Normal University (BNU) and
UNESCO Chair on Al and Education, was invited to share insights on promoting effective
use of Al in education in landlocked developing countries. B

Scan the QR code for more.

IAU Al Presidents’ Delegation Visits Beijing

Normal University
E} On August 20-21, 2025, the International

Association  of  Universities  (IAU)
Presidents’  Forum and inter-university
exchange on “Al and Higher Education”
were held at BNU. Leaders and experts from
18 universities in 16 countries across Asia,

Europe, Africa, and Oceania discussed Al-

enabled transformation in higher education and reviewed practical initiatives.

Co-hosted by the UNESCO Chair on Al and Education and the IAU, this marked the first
IAU university visit program in China and BNU’ s first flagship collaboration since joining
the IAU.

Scan the QR code for more.

Exporting Digital Education Technologies: BNU
Engineering Center Achieves Implementation
in Bangkok

E} On August 28-29, 2025, the 4th NIC-NIDA Conference 2025—the National and

International Conference of the National Institute of Development Administration—
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was held in Bangkok, themed “Collaboration for Sustainable Development in the
Intelligent Age: Paving the Way for Solutions to New Global Challenges.”

Teams from China and Thailand agreed that NIDA will adopt BNU’ s technical consulting
and software evaluation services, launching pilots in universities for digital city lab
upgrades and Al campus application monitoring, and will soon send Thai presidents and

mid-level managers to China for digital leadership training.

Scan the QR code for more.

Second Smart Education International
Training Program (Southeast Asia) Held in
Bangkok

E}In 2025—the final year of China’ s 14
-th Five-Year Plan and a pivotal year for
planning the 15th—education digitalization
entered a new phase as China’ s “Year
One of Smart Education.” Against this
backdrop, the International Training

Program on Education Planning and

Governance in the Intelligent Age (Southeast Asia Track) was held in Bangkok, September
8-12, 2025. Jointly organized by BNU, SEAMEO STEM-ED, UNESCO Bangkok, UNESCO
INRULED, and the UNESCO Chair on Al and Education, this was the second edition of the
Smart Education series and the first overseas regional program following the inaugural

session in Beijing (January).
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The program brought together 25 officials and representatives from education ministries
and organizations in 11 countries—Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam—as well as the

SEAMEO Secretariat and regional centers.

Scan the QR code for more.



	Features
	2025 Global Smart Education Conference
	Conference Program Overview
	Opening Ceremony, Parallel Sessions, and Closing Ceremony
	Opening Ceremony
	On August 18, 2025 (Beijing Time), the 2025 Global Smart Education Conference opened in Beijing. Under the theme “Human–Machine Collaboration for a New Educational Ecosystem,” the conference brought together experts, scholars, and frontline educators from education, technology, and industry worldwide to explore innovative pathways for the deep integration of emerging technologies and education. Participants shared new practices in human–machine co-education, co-teaching, and co-learning, and discussed how to build a smart education ecosystem that is safe, efficient, and sustainable. The conference attracted over 500 international and domestic guests, with more than 2,200 on-site participants. Leading institutions and experts in global smart education were prominently represented. Key participants included UNESCO Headquarters, six UNESCO Category 1 Institutes, 12 UNESCO Chairs, and the UNESCO Global Alliance on the Science of Learning for Education. Representatives from international organizations such as ICDE, ALECSO, SEAMEO, and ISTE also attended, along with 32 IAU representatives from 24 countries, 14 editors-in-chief of international academic journals, and representatives from 20 Chinese education journals. Together, delegates from international organizations, universities, and the academic publishing community gathered to discuss the future of smart education. China’s Vice Minister of Education Wu Yan addressed the conference, noting that the theme reflects both global frontiers and China’s goal of becoming an education powerhouse. He stressed that education digitalization is a strategic priority, with AI profoundly reshaping education and determining national competitiveness. Yu Jihong, President of Beijing Normal University (BNU), said rapid advances in generative AI and big data are fundamentally transforming education, aking digital transformation inevitable worldwide.


	As a leader in teacher education, BNU is advancing national digital education initiatives, launching the AI + Higher Education reform program, and implementing the Strong Teacher Initiative. As the inaugural Chair and Co-Secretary-General institution of the World Digital Education Alliance, BNU promotes cross-border exchange of digital education ideas and resources, contributing Chinese expertise globally.
	International speakers shared global practices in smart education. Mohamed Ould Amar (ALECSO) highlighted AI’s role in improving quality and expanding access. Fiona Fung (Hong Kong Jockey Club) emphasized holistic development beyond technology. Stefania Giannini (UNESCO) called for a human-centered approach to AI and systemic educational reform. Dubravka Bošnjak (Bosnia and Herzegovina) stressed human–machine collaboration to address AI-driven change.
	Ali Haidar Ahmed (Maldives) noted digital education’s transformative power. Sherif Kishk (Egypt) described a shift from knowledge transmission to technology-empowered learning. Douglas Munsaka Syakalima (Zambia) said digital education is a 21st-century right, though the digital divide persists. Asha S. Kanwar (UNESCO IITE) released the 2025 GSENet report Smart Education in the Age of AI. Guo Xinli (China Association of Higher Education) said AI is both a strategic opportunity and a key variable shaping China’s education.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	“Forum: “AI Driving High-Quality Development in Higher Education”
	On August 18, the GSE2025 parallel forum was held at BNU
	Scan the QR code for more.
	and enterprises, engaged in in-depth discussions on integrating AI across the entire evaluation process, combining developmental process records with outcome diagnostics, exploring region-specific evaluation pathways, and advancing the integrated functions of education, selection, and diagnosis. The forum explored innovative directions for comprehensive student evaluation in the AI era, supporting the advancement of quality-oriented education in China.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Forum on AI and the Future of Teachers
	On August 20, the GSE2025 parallel forum convened global officials, scholars, and industry experts at BNU to discuss AI literacy for teachers, AI integration across lesson planning, teaching, tutoring, and research, and ethics and responsibility in the intelligent era. The forum was co-hosted by UNESCO IITE, Guoxin Culture Aoweiya, and NetDragon Websoft.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Forum of Distinguished Principals on High-Quality School Development in the New Era
	On August 19, the GSE2025 forum was held at BNU’s Changping Campus, bringing together leading primary and secondary school principals and scholars nationwide to share practices and explore new pathways in basic education digital reform, school digital transformation, intelligent upgrading, and principals’ digital leadership.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Forum on Smart Reading: Love Reading, Read Well, Read Wisely
	On August 20 in Beijing, this GSE2025 parallel forum was guided by the China Academy of Press and Publication Research and co-hosted by New Reading Magazine, BNU Publishing Group, and BNU Smart Learning Institute.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	2025 Smart Education Outstanding Case Call
	To further advance the national digital education strategy, deepen the development of smart education, promote experience sharing and mutual learning, and strengthen international dissemination of best practices, under the guidance of the Department of Science, Technology and Informatization of the Ministry of Education, the Organizing Committee of the Global Smart Education Conference (GSE), together with the Ministry of Education’s Strategic Research Bases for Education Informatization (Beijing, Central China, Northwest China), launched the 2025 Smart Education Outstanding Case Call.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	BNU Releases an AI-Based Innovation Scheme for Comprehensive Student Assessment in China
	8On August 18, at the GSE2025 opening ceremony, Professor Li Chen of Beijing Normal University presented the “AI-Based Comprehensive Student Evaluation Innovation Program.” Professor Chen explained that the program, jointly guided and supported by China’s Ministry of Education and Ministry of Science and Technology, is part of national
	Scan the QR code for more.
	education evaluation reforms. It integrates the National Key R&D Project “Large-Scale Cross-Stage Student Growth Tracking Study” and the Ministry of Education pilot project“IT-Supported Comprehensive Student Evaluation.” The program has been implemented for three consecutive years across 44 regions and over 8,000 schools in China, benefiting more than 3.7 million students. It provides AI-supported, scientific, objective, and professional diagnostics for student development.

	Global Smart Education Network Declaration Released
	On August 20, GSENet officially launched the “2025 Global Smart Education Network Declaration” at GSE2025, summarizing core consensus and future commitments. It reaffirmed smart education’s role, centered on digital transformation, openness, and inclusivity, in achieving equitable, high-quality education and lifelong learning. Six action areas were outlined to promote global collaboration in smart education. GSE2025 brought global partners together, reinforcing GSENet’s commitment to shaping education’s future. Smart education ensures learners access engaging, efficient, and inclusive learning, aligning with the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. In an era of deep technological and social change, global collaboration is essential to build intelligent, equitable, resilient, and sustainable education systems, grounded in practical cooperation and responsible innovation.
	1. Building Collaborative Networks Collaboration is the foundation of progress. GSENet will strengthen stakeholder engagement, promote international technology standards, enhance system interoperability, and prioritize open, multilingual, and culturally adapted technologies. South-South and North-South collaborations will be emphasized. GSENet will develop smart education ecosystem models and guidelines for educators and institutions, sharing results widely.
	2. Sharing Educational Resources for Equity and Inclusion GSENet commits to sharing open, multilingual, inclusive, and cross-cultural resources, focusing on developing, least-developed, and small island nations. Women, girls, and marginalized groups’ digital skills will be prioritized. Open educational resources, AI-generated content, and innovative digital materials will support equitable learning and practical content creation.
	3. Enhance Digital Literacy, Empower Teacher Development Teachers remain central to implementing smart education and lifelong learning. Digital literacy, responsible creative tech use, and ethical AI adoption will support teaching transformation. GSENet will aid teachers’ digital skills development and produce adaptable training content.
	4.Strengthen Collaborative Research, Support Evidence-Based Policy Interdisciplinary, cross-cultural research will tackle core challenges, establish metrics, and document best practices. Findings will inform education policy. GSENet will fund open research projects, release annual reports, and ensure evidence supports practice and policy.
	5.Standardize AI Use, Strengthen Ethical Governance AI must promote lifelong learning and social-emotional wellbeing ethically and responsibly. GSENet will develop AI assessment frameworks, ethical guidelines, and case studies with UN partners, focusing on inclusivity, privacy, fairness, and developing countries’ needs.
	6.Shape Education’s Future, Lead Smart Development Promote collaboration on national smart education strategies, linking academia, industry, and government to cultivate talent and empower learners. Universities play a key role in thought leadership and innovation. GSENet will contribute to post-2030 global education agendas and strategies.。
	Call to Action GSE2025 serves as a global recommitment to advance inclusive smart education across cultures, communities, and sectors through cooperation, mutual respect, consensus, and accountability. GSENet, co-founded by Beijing Normal University, UNESCO IITE, Commonwealth of Learning (COL), ISTE, ALECSO, SEAMEO, and others, aims to scale smart education globally, enhance international understanding, and drive educational innovation.
	Scan the QR code for more.


	The 8th Global Competition on Design for Future Education (2025)
	Higher Education Track
	Southeast Asia Preliminaries, Philippines
	From July 1 to 2, the Southeast Asia regional pre-finals were held at Mariano Marcos State University (MMSU) in the Philippines, co-hosted by BNU and UNESCO IITE, with support from the Consulate of the People’s Republic of China in La Union.
	Scan the QR code for more.


	Challenge Briefs
	Prof. Asha S. Kanwar, Chair of UNESCO IITE Council and Vice President of BNU Smart Learning Institute, on behalf of the organizing committee, announced five forward-looking challenges. Teams, guided by mentors, focused quickly on the problems, presenting through two rounds to compete for gold, silver, and bronze.
	Challenge 1: Elementary Growth Curriculum for 2050 (Human Development) Future elementary students should not just absorb knowledge but develop global vision, critical thinking, empathy, and agency. Designers must answer: “What is the purpose of education?” and “What kind of people do we want children to become?” Participants are tasked with creating a growth system beyond traditional subjects and teaching, equipping children to navigate a complex, uncertain future.
	Challenge 2: Learning Design for Mental and Physical Health (Human Development) Across all ages, health challenges abound. Teams must design innovative learning solutions addressing physical, mental, emotional, and social well-being, integrating physical, virtual, and transferable spaces, offering practical stress relief, self-care, and sustained growth strategies.
	Challenge 3: Cross-Species Learning in Nature (Human-Nature Symbiosis) Amid ecological crises and biodiversity loss, humanity needs a fundamental shift in understanding nature. Cross-species learning emphasizes co-existence rather than traditional environmental education. Teams must design natural learning scenarios where elements like forests, bees, tides, or plants are active participants, not just backdrops.
	Challenge 4: Human-Centered AI Design (Human-Machine Symbiosis) As AI rapidly permeates life and learning, we face a "double paradox": the smarter the technology, the easier it is for humans to stop thinking; the more convenient the system,
	the harder it is to maintain initiative. This theme responds to the issues of cognitive inertia and weakened judgment caused by increasing AI dependence, aiming to redefine the boundaries and collaborative methods of the human-machine relationship. The “dual-mentor system” guides participants: human mentors provide experience, values, and emotional support; AI mentors deliver personalized feedback, structured knowledge, and design efficiency. Together, they form a precise yet empathetic support network.
	Challenge 5: Intergenerational Sustainable Collaboration (Human-Human Symbiosis) “Intergenerational” connects memory and future, experience and vitality, wisdom and fresh ideas. The goal is not bridging gaps but activating value resources, enabling free flow of knowledge, experience, emotion, and skills, creating new social relations. Teams must explore motivating multi-generational participation, ensuring respect, belonging, and growth across ages.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Higher Education Track Finals Closing Ceremony
	On July 28, the closing and awards ceremony was held. Joint Chair Prof. Zhan Tao, Director of UNESCO IITE, congratulated finalists, thanked the organizing committee, and praised teams’ innovative work. He noted the competition as a key BNU academic event and reaffirmed UNESCO IITE’s collaboration to provide a global platform for student educational innovation, encouraging participants to co-design the future of education. At the ceremony, Chair Song Weizu announced winners. Awards were presented by Prof. Huang Ronghuai, Prof. Asha S. Kanwar, Prof. Chen Guangju, Mr. Zhou Weidong, and mentor representatives. Awards included: 1 Gold, 2 Silver, 3 Bronze, 3 Excellent Creativity, 2 Excellent Design, 3 Excellent Technology, 2 Excellent Practice, 2 Excellent Presentation, and 9 Finalist Awards.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Higher Education Track Award-Winning Projects
	Gold Award：YOURTWIN—A Digital Clone for Cognitive Growth
	Silver Awards： Silver Sparks - Digital Gamified Environment for Learning and Teaching
	Skill Match

	Bronze Awards： SynQ: A Wearable AI That Helps Neurodivergent People with Social Interaction
	Qiqu : A Group-Interactive Children’s Science Exploration System
	Nature Soundscape: Future Symphony Project
	Outstanding Creativity Awards：
	Future Nest Collective
	Beyond Test: An intelligent system design for exam preparation companionship centered on multimodal interaction
	Bee-Flower Accord : Cross-Species Life Education Based on the Symbiosis of Fig Wasps and Fig Trees
	Outstanding Design Awards： Woodblock Print Teaching Creation Design Based on Adaptive Learning
	AI Buddy : AI Learning Companion Based on Social-Emotional Learning
	Outstanding Technology Awards：
	Holographic Innovation                  Space
	BC collaboration empowers : Growth Cultivation System Design for Elementary Students Based on Proactive Development Needs
	Mixed Reality : A New Bridge for Intergenerational Culinary Experience Transfer
	Outstanding Practice Awards：
	Another Resident in the Forest
	Leap-Teens： Zodiac-Inspired Bionic Physical Activity System for Adolescents
	Outstanding Presentation Awards：
	MindLink
	Future Me : Course System Design Based on Personalized Star Maps
	Scan the QR code for more.
	K–12 Track
	Preliminary Results
	The 8th Global Competition on Design for Future Education, co-hosted by Beijing Normal University (BNU) and UNESCO IITE, with support from domestic and international institutions, universities, and leading tech companies, aims to unite global innovation and provide a platform for educational design exchange. In the preliminary stage, the K–12 track attracted nearly 1,000 teachers from overseas (Canada, Hungary, Singapore, Malaysia, India, Tunisia, Cameroon) and 30 Chinese provinces, autonomous regions, and municipalities, yielding over 400 high-quality teaching case designs. Cases focused on AI in education, metaverse applications, rural education, inclusive education, educational neuroscience, and AI-engineering integration, reflecting diverse trends in future educational innovation. AI-driven applications were a major highlight, showcasing technology’s potential in education. The newly introduced AI & Engineering theme energized the competition, enhancing digital literacy while demonstrating high practical and replicable value. These interdisciplinary works combined educational theory and cutting-edge technology, featuring innovative design thinking and practical feasibility. After rigorous expert review, 106 cases advanced to the semifinals.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Semifinalists
	On August 2, the K–12 track semifinal presentations were held, selecting 106 outstanding cases from 22 regions (including Tunisia). Fifty-nine cases proceeded to online presentation, highlighting innovations in AI and interdisciplinary integration. Six education design experts evaluated submissions on problem awareness, innovation, science-education integration, applicability, and presentation, ultimately selecting 22 cases for the finals.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Finals and Awards Ceremony
	On August 19, the K–12 track finals were held at BNU as part of the 2025 Global Smart Education Conference. The awards ceremony took place on the afternoon of August 20 during the conference closing. Academician Zhao Qinping (Chinese Academy of Engineering), BNU Vice President Chen Xing, and UNESCO IITE Director Zhan Tao presented the first-prize awards. Since its launch on March 1, the K–12 track attracted over 1,000 teachers globally and received 400+ high-quality teaching cases. Participants focused on key educational

	challenges, applying innovative technology to explore diverse pathways for educational empowerment, contributing significantly to education’s digital transformation. After expert evaluation, 106 cases were awarded: 17 First Prizes, 41 Second Prizes, and 48 Third Prizes.
	Here’s the English translation of the 17 First-Prize K–12 “Outstanding Teaching Case Designs” (order not ranked):
	Weaving Ocean Wounds with AI : Environmental Fashion for Elementary Students
	AI-Powered Food Science Exploration : Elementary School Innovation
	Birth of a Drama Kid : AI in Immersive Dubbing and Reading Practice
	AI Dual-Line English — Interdisciplinary Humanities & Science for High School
	Smart Labor in Rural Education : Activating Local Learning
	Metaverse for Rural Education : Non-Heritage Dyeing Club Project
	“Praise of Poplar” : Digital Literacy for Tibetan Children
	Story Town : 3D-Integrated Kindergarten Moral Education
	Chasing Light : 3D-Printed Solar Motion Teaching Tools
	Integration & Launch : Autism Inclusion Curriculum
	Political Identity in High School : Educational Neuroscience Approach
	Elementary Student Sleep Design — Based on Educational Neuroscience
	High School Attention Training : Neuroscience Practice
	Middle School Nutrition Unit : Evidence-Based Design
	Car • Connecting the Future : AI Autonomous Driving Learning Kit
	From Parts to Creation : AI-Enabled Interdisciplinary Engineering Cognition for Beginners: “Smart Explorer Snail White Sweeping Robot”
	Exploring the Nervous System • Empowering Health
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Enterprise Track
	Finalists
	On July 27, the Corporate Track Finals of the 8th Global Competition on Design for Future Education, co-hosted by Beijing Normal University (BNU) and UNESCO IITE, were held at BNU South Campus, Jingshi Science & Technology Building. This track targets corporate technology and product designers, aiming to inspire innovation, R&D, and deep integration of education and technology. After expert review, 18 outstanding projects advanced to the Corporate Track Finals. Finalist teams applied emerging technologies to reshape learning content and upgrade teaching environments, providing practical solutions for digital and intelligent transformation in education and exploring efficient, smart future education pathways.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Enterprise Track Finals & Awards
	The finals and awards ceremony concluded successfully on July 27. The track fosters university-enterprise collaboration, promotes technology-education integration, and advances industry-education synergy. Since its launch on March 1, the track attracted numerous corporate participants, producing innovations in adaptive learning systems, educational large-model R&D and applications, showcasing vitality and prospects in EdTech. After strict evaluation, 25 projects were awarded: 3 First Prizes, 6 Second Prizes, and 16 Third Prizes.
	The following are the First and Second Prize winning entries for this year's Enterprise Track. (Listed in no particular order.)
	First Prize Smart Future: Jiuzhang Large Model + DeepSeek Dual-Engine Education Ecosystem
	“Three-True” Industrial Robot Vocational Education Solution : Integrated Virtual-Physical Teaching System
	Learning to Be Human: From Content to Consciousness
	Second Prize Whispers of Plants
	Project-Based Curriculum Design Using 5E Methodology : Example: “The Birth of a Hydropower Plant”
	Poster & Video Call
	Cultivating Mind and Virtue
	Metaverse Workshop: Harmony of Humanity and Nature, Co-growth of Competencies
	Classroom in the Garden
	Xu Mingxia (Heilongjiang Oriental University)
	Li Qianhui  (Hongling Experimental Primary School, Futian District, Shenzhen)
	Digital Countryside,  Smart Classroom
	Education’s Light,  Illuminating the Future
	Nie Jing  (Gezhouba Central Kindergarten, Yichang)
	Future Education in My Mind
	Qin Yu  (Tianwen High School,  Wufeng Campus, Yichang)
	Zhao Binghui  (Tianjin University of Media Arts)
	Li Yuexiuyu  (Tianjin University of Media Arts)
	Future Education in My Mind
	Yuan Jingwen  (Tianjin University of Media Arts)
	Future Education in My Mind
	What? A Memory Capsule!
	Du Shiziran  (Tianjin University of Media Arts)
	Sun Wenjun (Tianjin University of Media Arts)

	Scan the QR code for more.

	Outstanding Videos (July)
	《When Nature Counts:  Exploring the World Through Mathematics》 Chokri Bouslimi（Jendouba Secondary School, Tunisia） How the Devil City Was Formed Xu Xuanqing, Zhang Yang (Nanhai No.1 High School, Foshan)
	Scan the QR code for more.
	learners toward 2035 who can understand, use, and adapt to future teaching environments and models. It guides students to grasp how technology empowers and transforms education—its roles, significance, pathways, and methods—apply technological perspectives to educational problem-solving, experience tech-enabled solutions, and build foresight and a sense of mission for future education.  As the course textbook, the book focuses on cultivating future-oriented educational technology literacy, developing high-quality citizens for educational modernization, and strengthening normal-university students’ comprehensive problem-solving thinking and abilities in education.
	Scan the QR code for more.


	Exchange & Outreach
	Professor Huang Ronghuai Invited to the Third UN Conference on Landlocked Deve-loping Countries
	From August 5–8, 2025, the Third United Nations Conference on Landlocked          Developing Countries (LLDC3) was held in Awaza, Turkmenistan, with 13 heads of state and government, the UN Secretary-General, and 200+ delegations from countries, international organizations, financial institutions, and think tanks.Professor Huang Rong-
	huai, Co-Dean of the Smart Learning Institute of Beijing Normal University (BNU) and UNESCO Chair on AI and Education, was invited to share insights on promoting effective use of AI in education in landlocked developing countries.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	IAU AI Presidents’ Delegation Visits Beijing Normal University
	On August 20–21, 2025, the International   Association of Universities (IAU) Presidents’ Forum and inter-university exchange on “AI and Higher Education” were held at BNU. Leaders and experts from 18 universities in 16 countries across Asia, Europe, Africa, and Oceania discussed AI-
	enabled transformation in higher education and reviewed practical initiatives. Co-hosted by the UNESCO Chair on AI and Education and the IAU, this marked the first IAU university visit program in China and BNU’s first flagship collaboration since joining the IAU.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Exporting Digital Education Technologies: BNU Engineering Center Achieves Implementation in Bangkok
	On August 28–29, 2025, the 4th NIC–NIDA Conference 2025—the National and               International Conference of the National Institute of Development Administration—

	was held in Bangkok, themed “Collaboration for Sustainable Development in the Intelligent Age: Paving the Way for Solutions to New Global Challenges.” Teams from China and Thailand agreed that NIDA will adopt BNU’s technical consulting and software evaluation services, launching pilots in universities for digital city lab upgrades and AI campus application monitoring, and will soon send Thai presidents and mid-level managers to China for digital leadership training.
	Scan the QR code for more.

	Second Smart Education International Training Program (Southeast Asia) Held in Bangkok
	In 2025—the final year of China’s 14            -th Five-Year Plan and a pivotal year for planning the 15th—education digitalization entered a new phase as China’s “Year One of Smart Education.” Against this backdrop, the International Training Program on Education Planning and
	Governance in the Intelligent Age (Southeast Asia Track) was held in Bangkok, September 8–12, 2025. Jointly organized by BNU, SEAMEO STEM-ED, UNESCO Bangkok, UNESCO INRULED, and the UNESCO Chair on AI and Education, this was the second edition of the Smart Education series and the first overseas regional program following the inaugural session in Beijing (January).
	The program brought together 25 officials and representatives from education ministries and organizations in 11 countries—Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam—as well as the SEAMEO Secretariat and regional centers.
	Scan the QR code for more.


